[image: https://www.croxbyprimary.co.uk/_site/data/files/images/content%20images/66A52ADB5CC554F83EF740B8BB78C74F.png]
At Temple Ewell we love reading and believe phonics is crucial to develop and secure early reading skills. Phonics is taught using Bug Club Phonics, which is one of the DfE’s approved phonics teaching programmes and aims to help all children to read by the age of six in a fun and accessible way.  Following its own proven progression, the programme matches the National Curriculum and Early Learning Goals.
Phonic sessions take place every day using both a whole class and focused differentiated group approach, for 20- 30 minutes. Daily intervention groups ensure that children who need further support to keep up, receive it. The aim is that children will have achieved phase 5 and be capable of reading fluently and spelling accurately by the end of Year 2. In Key Stage 2 phonics continues to be taught through the daily spelling activity, as well as a revision of previously taught sounds. 
Any children in KS2 who have not reached phase 5 by the end of year 2 are supported with the Rapid Phonics programme. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Year 1 children will need to have reached phase 5 in preparation for the Year 1 phonics test. 
Reading Books in EYFS and Key Stage 1 are chosen to match their current phonic ability, so children can apply their phonics knowledge acquisition in their reading. They also have book banded books to further develop their love of reading, comprehension and creative skills for writing.
Bug Club is a personalised, finely-levelled reading scheme, which ensures that all children can find books at exactly the right level for them. Every book is matched to their current phonic phase which assists with becoming a fluent reader. Every child in KS1 has access to online e book versions at school and at home. 
Phonics knowledge is progressive through EYFS and KS1. 
Phase 1 is introduced in the Nursery and continued in Reception where appropriate. Phases 2 and 3 are introduced in Reception. Phases 4 and 5 are introduced in Year 1. Phase 6 is introduced in Year 2. Where required and appropriate children may revisit phases to ensure phonic knowledge is embedded and secure. 
Phase 1 is the beginning of your child's journey into reading. It involves listening to sounds and learning to discriminate between different sounds. The Phase focuses on sounds in everyday life rather than sounds in words. Phase 1 lays the essential foundations for all the phonic letter learning which begins in Phase 2. If your child cannot identify individual sounds in the everyday world and differentiate between them e.g. a car horn and a boiling kettle, then they will struggle to begin hearing the separate sounds that make up words. 
Phase 2 - Children are taught the letters in a set order so they can be encouraged to blend the letters to read and make words. This can take place as soon as Set 1 has been taught. For example, they can be asked to sound out the letters s a t to read sat or find the letters p a t to make the word pat. 
Set 1: s, a, t, p  
Set : i, n, m, d 
Set 3: g, o, c, k 
Set 4: ck, e, u, r 
Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss
Phase 3 -By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and segment words containing the 19 letters taught in Phase 2. In this Phase, a further 25 letters and graphemes are taught. The final two sets of letters are taught first followed by consonant digraphs and vowel digraphs. 
Set 6: j, v, w, x 
Set 7: y, z, zz, qu 
Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 
Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er 
Phase 4 - Children are not taught any new phonemes or graphemes. Instead, they are taught to further manipulate the phonemes and graphemes they have already learnt. Many of the words children explored in Phase 2 and 3 were monosyllabic (words of one syllable). In Phase 4, children explore more polysyllabic words (words containing more than one syllable). Many of the words in Phase 2 and 3 required children to blend approximately three sounds together in order to read them. Phase 4 requires children to blend an increasing number of sounds together in order to read. As children progress through Phase 4 they become more confident and skilled in reading and spelling words with a greater number of letters and graphemes. 
Phase 5 - Children are introduced to new graphemes for reading. Some of these graphemes represent phonemes (sounds) that they have already learnt a grapheme for. For example, in Phase 3 children were taught 'ai' as the grapheme for the phoneme /a/ (as in rain). In Phase 5, children are taught that the phoneme /a/ can also be represented by the graphemes 'ay' (as in play) or 'a-e' (as in make). This variation needs to be taught as it is common in our language system. Alternative pronunciations for graphemes will also be introduced, e.g. ea in tea, head and break. With practice, the speed at which children can recognise and blend graphemes will improve as they become more fluent readers. 
Phase 6 -Phase 6 phonics takes place throughout Year 2, with the aim of children becoming fluent readers and accurate spellers. By Phase 6, children should be able to read hundreds of words using one of three strategies:
· Reading them automatically
· Decoding them quickly and silently
· Decoding them aloud
· Children should now be spelling most words accurately. They will also learn Prefixes and suffixes, e.g. ‘in-’ and ‘-ed’
· The past tense
· Memory strategies for high frequency or topic words
· Proof-reading
· How to use a dictionary
· Where to put the apostrophe in words like ‘I’m’
· Spelling rules

Although formal phonics teaching is usually complete by the end of Year 2, children continue to use their knowledge as they move up the school. 
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